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We’re living in the era of the immersive internet. Heightened 
uncertainty. It’s harder to understand the now, let alone the next. 

“THE LIFE CYCLES OF EVENTS 
AND TRENDS ARE GETTING 
SHORTER, MORE VOLATILE, 

AND INCREASINGLY 
UNPREDICTABLE.” 

- CHRIS DORLAND, ARTIST  
(DAZED’S A FUTURE WORLD REPORT) 
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Projected to command $12 
trillion in global spending 

power by 2030. (NIQ, 
World Data Lab) 

THE YOUTH OF TODAY BECOME THE 
POWER BROKERS OF TOMORROW 

– JOHANNE JACOBSEN, MANAGING DIRECTOR, INTER.AGCY 
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Expected to account for 
30% of the global 

workforce by 2030. (NIQ, 
World Data Lab) 

“[Brands must] listen to young people and include them. They are smart and want change, so 
don’t leave them in the dark and think they will believe all your ‘advertisements’ and ‘visions 

for change’ without action.” 



2026
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STEP INSIDE THE 
MOST INFLUENTIAL 

GLOBAL MINDS. 
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INTRODUCTION

The 
State of 
Now

DETAILED VIEW FROM THE "PORTRAIT OF PHILIPPE DE CROY" PAINTED BY ROGIER VAN DER WEYDEN, 1460. 
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THE STAKES 
ARE HIGHER AS 
YOUTH BATTLE;

In our study, over half of young 
people said they feel overwhelmed. 

The necessities like financial 
security, paying rent, being able to 

afford groceries are more important 
to youth than two years ago.

Chaos

Extinction

Instability 

Conflict & 
Climate

Transhumanism

End of 
World Core

Algorithmised 
Disinformation

“My concerns are the 
economy, affordable 
housing availability, 
and getting onto the 
property ladder”
- GEN Z RESPONDENT, DAZED 
FUTURE LORES SURVEY 2026

There is an 80% chance 
that global temperatures 

will break at least one 
annual heat record in the 

next five years, raising the 
risk of extreme droughts, 

floods and forest fires, 
according to a new report 

by the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO).
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“Gen z grew up with this world already broken… 
They’re taking matters into their own hands.”

- NIHAL EL AASAR

YOUTH ARE IN A STATE OF:
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A GUIDE
FOR

BRANDS
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WHAT'S INSIDE?
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